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1. Describe the significance of the Truman Doctrine to the Cold War. 
The Truman Doctrine was meant to act as containment of Communism. The U.S. and other superpower countries such as Britain thought that the spread of Communism ideology by the USSR was a threat to the world’s democracy. In response to the likelihood of the possibility of communism ideology spread, the United States of America, with its allies, sought to combat its spread actively.[footnoteRef:1] The Truman Doctrine was an essential doctrine throughout the cold war period since it gave the Americans a reason to get involved in events such as the Vietnam War, Korean War, and the Berlin Blockade.  [1:  Ferrell, Robert H. Harry S. Truman and the Cold War Revisionists. Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2006. <http://site.ebrary.com/id/10155113>.] 

The Truman Doctrine is also essential since it depicted the existence of the ideological conflicts between Russia and the U.S. together with its allies. The two sides have different worldviews as the U.S. and its allies advocated for democracy and capitalism while the USSR advocated for Communism and dictatorship.[footnoteRef:2] Thus, the two sides differed hugely concerning how the world was to be led. The United States feared that after the end of World War II, the USSR would spread their political ideology throughout Europe and the rest of the world. For instance, at the end of WW II, both Turkey and Greece were in a financial crisis, and due to their proximity to the USSR and the rise of communist ideology, the U.S. and its allies feared the two nations might get influenced by the communist. [2:  Ibd., pg 96.] 

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]How did the Marshall Plan impact the future of Europe? 
The Marshal Plan led to the reconstruction of Europe after WW II. One of the Marshall Plan’s most significant effect on the future of Europe was that it led to economic integration in the area. It led to the creation of the European Coal and Steel Community among six countries – Netherlands, Luxembourg, Italy, Germany, France, and Belgium in 1950.[footnoteRef:3] Around eight years later, the same six nations advanced to the European Economic Community. Besides, within about five years from the formation of the EEC, ten other central and Eastern European countries have been seeking to join the organization.  [3:  Steil, Benn. The Marshall Plan: Dawn of the Cold War. 2018.] 

The Marshall Plan led to the reconstruction of the European nations. In Berlin, the aid led to the construction of a power station that had been destroyed during the war. In Austria, the Marshall Plan plays a significant role in the construction of the Limberg Dam and some other parts of the hydroelectric project. In some other parts of the European continent, the U.S. funds were used to fund the upgrade of the manufacturing, transport, and communications industries as well as mining industries.[footnoteRef:4] The Marshall Plan also helped in funding nations so that they could break ties with the USSR. For instance, in Italy and France, the aid was used to persuade political parties to break ties with the communists. [4:  Ibd., pg 156.] 

3. How did the social and racial changes that occurred during WWII impact U.S. society after the war? 
World War II brought about essential changes in American life. One of the critical changes that were brought about by WW II was a tremendous increase in mobility. The war caused families to be in motion – families left farms, and others moved from small-town into large urban areas. Urbanization had earlier been halted by depression, however, the war saw the number of urban dwellers increase. The other effect that was brought by the war was the changing roles for women.[footnoteRef:5] The war had a dramatic effect on women. Some women maintained the traditional role of homemakers and caregivers, while another lot joined the military.  [5:  Bristol, Douglas Walter, and Heather Marie Stur. Integrating the US Military: Race, Gender, and Sexual Orientation Since World War II. 2017.] 

During World War II, the NAACP became more focal and intensified its efforts against discrimination. This saw its membership number swell as African Americans joined the organization. 
There existed still racism in society and the military. However, the number of African American men increased during WW II, although the U.S. military was still segregated.[footnoteRef:6] For instance, the marines and the air force had no African American enlisted in their ranks. However, they only accepted black Americans as waiters and cooks. There were only five African-American officers in the army.   [6:  Ibd., pg 133] 

4. What is NATO, and why was (is) is important to the West? 
The North Atlantic Treaty Organization is an organization that was created by the United States, Canada, and some other Western European countries to provide security against the USSR collectively.
The North Atlantic Alliance (NATO) was created in the aftermath of WW II. It was supposed to secure peace in Europe. There was a need to promote cooperation between the U.S. and Western Europe, where the USSR posed a threat of intrusion.[footnoteRef:7] The alliance committed its members to democracy, the rule of law, and individual liberty, as well as the settlement of disputes in a peaceful manner.  [7:  Nazemroaya, Mahdi Darius. The Globalization of NATO. 2012. <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&scope=site&db=nlebk&db=nlabk&AN=545889>.
] 

Most importantly was the idea behind the formation of the alliance. The alliance was formed following the notion that in case one of the members was attacked, then it could be interpreted as an attack to the alliance.[footnoteRef:8] Thus, this could lead to all members of the alliance declaring the attacker to be a common enemy. The treaty thus ensured the security of the European allies since it was inseparable from that of its North American states. The North Atlantic Alliance also strengthened and unified the Western Allie’s military in response to a possible intrusion of Western Europe by the USSR and its allies.  [8:  Ibd., pg 194] 

5. What was the Red Scare? What role did the HUAC (House Un-American Activities Committee) play during the Red Scare? What was the overall impact of the Red Scare on U.S. society?
The Red Scare refers to the promotion of widespread fear of a possible rise of Communism by a society or state. The HUAC (House Un-American Activities Committee) played crucial roles during the Red Scare. One of the roles of the HUAC was that it made people testify in high-profile hearings before Congress.[footnoteRef:9] The HUAC tracked for people who they thought were assisting the USSR to exert its influence in the American institutions such as schools, government institutions, and the entertainment industry as well as the overall American life. Thus, it investigated the communist and fascist organizations that had begun to be active during the great depression. It also provided the government with vital information that was used to enhance the internal security of the United States of America. [9:  Storrs, Landon R. Y. The Second Red Scare and the Unmaking of the New Deal Left. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2012. <http://public.ebookcentral.proquest.com/choice/publicfullrecord.aspx?p=1021155>.
] 

The Red Scare had various impacts on the American society. One of the impacts was that the Red Scare made the American political climate to become increasingly conservative. There was a notion that there were Soviet spies amongst the Americans who were extracting vital intelligence information. Also, these spies were thought to be jeopardizing the American’s national security.[footnoteRef:10] The Americans also faced the impacts of the Red Scare at the personal level. Those who were thought have been working for the Soviet Union, they were subjugated from family and friends, and in some other instances, they were deliberately fired from jobs.   [10:  Ibd., pg 123] 
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